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DAY 36 

 

And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your 

faith is also empty. (1 Corinthians 15:14) 

 

~~ The Benchmark of Our Faith ~~ 

 

The Christian apologist and author C. S. Lewis made an interesting 

observation about Jesus’ practice of saying to people, “I forgive 

you.” It is natural for us to forgive people for things they have done 

to us. But what would you say if someone cheated you out of ten 

dollars and I say, “That’s all right; I forgive him?” 

 

When a person goes around forgiving people who haven’t done 

anything to harm that person, something seems amiss. The 

Pharisees caught the problem immediately when they once said to 

Jesus, “Hold on there – who are you to say ‘I forgive you’? No one 

but God can forgive sins” (Mark 2:7, paraphrased). Exactly. So Jesus 

was saying He was God. 

 

Now anyone could make that claim, and many have. What’s needed 

is something to back up those claims. Jesus did many such things, 

all of which led up to the greatest proof of all: His resurrection from 

the dead. There are some things only God can do – like forgiving sin 

and conquering death. And Jesus did them all. The Resurrection is 

the ultimate, historical benchmark for your faith. Jesus is God – the 

Resurrection proves it. Amen! 

 

Your faith and remain full because Jesus’ grave remains empty. (DJ 

– July 14) 

 
~~~ Pray ~~~~~~ Pray ~~~~~~ Pray ~~~~~~ Pray ~~~    

Abba Father,  

I believe You, my Lord and Savior. In you, I can have real peace and 

joy. No matter what happens in this world, I am safe and grateful in 

Christ. I am so sorry for those who don’t know Your love and the 

promise of eternal salvation. Oh, Lord! Please use me to show your 

love to them so that they also can have your abundant grace in 

Christ. Amen. (DC) 


