
 

 

Romans Chapter 9 Study Questions for a Small Group 

  

A.   Observation questions 

  

1.     Why does Paul have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in his heart? (1-3) 

  

2. What kind of privileges do the Israelites have in God’s sight on their behalf? (4-5) 

  

3. What did Paul say about the advantages of being the Jews in terms of their benefit in God’s 

sight? (Rom 3:1-2) 

  

4. Now on what basis does Paul argue about that God has not yet rejected His people Israel, even 

though they are still persistent in their refusal of the gospel of God’s grace? (6-7) 

  

5. Who in the Israelite people do the Holy Scriptures say can be truly counted as Abraham’s 

children, that is, children of God? (8-9) 

  

6. On what basis has God chosen Jacob, on the basis of works or on the basis of grace in God’s 

sovereign will? (10-13) 

  

7. What does Paul say about the sovereign right or the Lordship of God’s election? (14-15) 

  

8. According to Paul’s argument on God’s election in His sovereign will, what will be the natural or 

logical conclusion? (16-18) 

  

9. What was Paul’s response to such a natural or logical conclusion of us humans? (19-21) 

  

10. Carefully having observed the “what if” questions of Paul in verses 22-23, what do we find out 

about two types of people destined to their respective fate? What significant difference between 

these two types of people, that is, those “prepare for destruction” and those whom “God prepared 

in advance for glory”?(22-24) 

  

11. What truth facts do we find out among the quotations of Paul from the Old Testament 

prophecies, from Hosea and Isaiah, to prove the validity of God’s saving act? (25-29) 

  

12. According to Paul’s analysis of the situation of Israel’s failure, why do they fail to attain the 

goal of God’s righteousness? (30-32) 

  

13. According to the Old Testament prophecies, in fact, the Bible of the Jews,  Paul just quoted 

from, what would be the solution to this ironic problem of pursuing God’s righteousness? (33) 

  

B. Interpretation questions 

  

1. In verse 3, Paul confessed his inner heart wish as follows: “Romans 9:3 NIV[3] For I could wish 

that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my people, those of my own race,”. 

What was supposed to be in Paul’s mind when he confessed like this?(see Ex 32:32-33) 



 

 

  

Exodus 32:32-33 NIV 

[32] But now, please forgive their sin---but if not, then blot me out of the book you have written.” 

[33] The Lord replied to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me I will blot out of my book. 

  

2. To the Jews at Paul’s time, do you think what Paul argued about the origin of Christ in the text 

could possibly be accepted by them? The text reads: “Romans 9:5 NIV[5] Theirs are the patriarchs, 

and from them is traced the human ancestry of the Messiah, who is God over all, forever praised! 

Amen.” Why can the Jews not accept such a statement concerning Jesus Christ? 

  

3. At Paul’s time, Paul’s argument on the genuine Jews or genuine children of Abraham could 

possibly be accepted to ordinary people in Israel? The text reads: “Romans 9:8 NIV[8] In other 

words, it is not the children by physical descent who are God's children, but it is the children of the 

promise who are regarded as Abraham's offspring.” What was the traditional meaning of 

Abraham’s children to the Jews? 

  

Matthew 3:9-10 NIV 

[9] And do not think you can say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' I tell you that out 

of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. [10] The ax is already at the root of the 

trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 

  

John 8:39-40 NIV 

[39] “Abraham is our father,” they answered. “If you were Abraham's children,” said Jesus, “then 

you would do what Abraham did. [40] As it is, you are looking for a way to kill me, a man who has 

told you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do such things. 

  

4. Paul’s declaration on the sovereign right or the Lordship of God’s election, to whom could be 

more problematic? To them or to us today? 

  

Romans 9:19-21 NIV 

[19] One of you will say to me: “Then why does God still blame us? For who is able to resist his 

will?” [20] But who are you, a human being, to talk back to God? “Shall what is formed say to the 

one who formed it, 'Why did you make me like this?' ” [21] Does not the potter have the right to 

make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for special purposes and some for common use? 

  

John 6:44-48 NIV 

[44] “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I will raise them up 

at the last day. [45] It is written in the Prophets: 'They will all be taught by God.' Everyone who has 

heard the Father and learned from him comes to me. [46] No one has seen the Father except the 

one who is from God; only he has seen the Father. [47] Very truly I tell you, the one who believes 

has eternal life. [48] I am the bread of life. 

  

5. Why Paul quoted so many verses from the Old Testament prophecies? Who do you think did 

Paul aiming at when he tried to prove his points with such quotations? More aiming at to the Jews 

or to the Gentile?  

  



 

 

C. Application questions 

  

1. What do you have in your heart that you can say: this is what is in my heart right now that my 

conscience constantly confirms it through the Holy Spirit”?(1-3) Do you have anything that can 

prove such an intense love toward those people around you? Let us share our prayer item at this 

point and pray for each other. 

  

2. Are you a child of God spiritually born again, not just come and go to the church kind of a 

believer? When did Jesus become real personally in your life? (6-9) Is your heart really always 

abiding in the risen Lord Jesus Christ? 

  

1 Thessalonians 5:17-18 NIV 

[17] pray continually, [18] give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's will for you in Christ 

Jesus. 

  

3. How can you make sure about God’s election of you in terms of the practical life of faith? (22-26) 

Our genuine repentance can be proof of our genuine faith. Let us talk about some of the things that 

help prove our faith is genuine. 

  

Matthew 3:8 NIV[8] Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 

  

Matthew 7:15-20 NIV 

[15] “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are 

ferocious wolves. [16] By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from 

thornbushes, or figs from thistles? [17] Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree 

bears bad fruit. [18] A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. [19] 

Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. [20] Thus, by their 

fruit you will recognize them. 

  

2 Peter 1:3-11 NIV 

[3] His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of 

him who called us by his own glory and goodness. [4] Through these he has given us his very great 

and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having 

escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. [5] For this very reason, make every 

effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; [6] and to knowledge, self-

control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; [7] and to godliness, 

mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. [8] For if you possess these qualities in increasing 

measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. [9] But whoever does not have them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that 

they have been cleansed from their past sins. [10] Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every 

effort to confirm your calling and election. For if you do these things, you will never stumble, [11] 

and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

  

 

 


